
  

 

 

 

We are receiving an increasing number of complaints from our local 

residents and businesses about the parking around the school. We have 

worked very hard over the years to be a school which is an excellent 

member of our local community.  

Please park responsibly and considerately around the school, for the 

safety of our children as well as a community member of the Cunningham 

Federation. 
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Hello from the Governors 
 
2020 – What a year! For schools and Governors here 
at the Cunningham Federation, it has been even more 
extraordinary with the formation of the school 
Federation. We are very pleased to introduce 
ourselves to the whole school community as the 
Federation Governing Body and share with you a little 
bit more about what we have been working on. It has 
been a very busy time so far! 
 
As a new Governing Body, which has been formed 
from two previous governing bodies and some new 
Parents, via the election process, we have established 
our Committees and Roles. The task now is to review 
Budgets and Risk assessments and get to know both 
our schools, as best we can, by meeting the Subject 
Leaders and staff via Zoom.  
 
The primary role of a Governing Body is to “provide 
strong strategic leadership to a school, ensuring 
accountability for its educational and financial 
performance”. We form part of the Leadership Team, 
which has meant during Covid, as well as their day 
jobs our volunteer governors, have spent a lot of their 
time working through risk assessments, budgetary 
implications and supporting the school. In addition, we 
have been building our processes, to ensure we have 
been effective from Day 1.  
 
We would like to thank the leadership team and ALL 
the staff, for their continued resilience during this 
time. So much about school life has changed during 
Covid, and the additional pressure on schools has 
been enormous. We appreciate you always keeping 
our children at the heart of everything you do! 
 
 

The Federation Strategy 
 
An important part of Governance is the strategic 
thinking. We believe that the Federation will drive us to 
be even better as two schools together by allowing us to 
share the best of what we do.   
 
Covid has significantly impacted all the wonderful plans 
that the Federation had for the children. For example, 
sharing resources, both equipment and staff, setting up 
buddy systems, club leaders across both schools and 
interaction across the children on various topics, but it 
has not stopped the progress of the Federation.  
 
What you might have seen: 
You will have seen now that we all have the same email 
system for notes, Parentmail and now a New Federation 
Website. Ms. Elbourne-Cload is present across both 
schools and sends out her joint newsletters.  
 
What you might not have seen: 
There has been an enormous level of activity in the 
background too. Some of the admin processes are now 
aligned. While our budgets remain separate, where we 
have been able, we have aligned contracts for services 
for savings. The staff are meeting and sharing ideas, 
Curriculums, resources, and knowledge and best 
practices, where they can, Covid rules permitting.  
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Recovery Curriculum & Covid  
 
As you can imagine Covid has had a huge impact on 
the working of the school.  Sharing and movement 
around the schools is now highly restricted. Whole 
school assemblies do not happen for the moment. Even 
marking children’s work and borrowing books from the 
libraries has had to be adapted to Covid guidelines.  
 
The teachers and staff at Cunningham have done an 
amazing job making the changes seamless to our 
children, so they don’t have to deal with too much 
change and their learning environment continues to be 
the best it can be.  
 
There is also the topic of trying to ‘catch-up’ all the 
learning that was missed during the lockdown.  
This has fallen to the teachers to adapt the lessons and 
Curriculum, to focus on the key elements for each 
subject, while progressing in line with what is expected 
nationally for each age group.  
 
Across the school, our pupils are all catching up from 
different starting positions, so the teachers are also 
ensuring that all individuals are also being supported to 
suit their specific needs.  
 
Additional Government funding has been provided to 
support this catch up work and the Governors are 
monitoring the spending, to ensure that we are having 
the maximum impact for all the pupils throughout this 
year.   

 
 

Wellbeing 
 
As you have seen in the press, the wellbeing of our 
children and staff is a very important topic. It is 
something that, as Governors, we discuss at every 
meeting and in every visit. We are monitoring this 
as a priority for the year.  
 
The schools are ensuring they are managing the 
pupils wellbeing by adapting the PSHE Curriculum 
and using Pupil Voices to understand the needs to 
the Children.  
 
 

 Updates from the Music 

Subject Leaders 
 
A key aspect of being a Governor, is knowing our 
school. One of the ways we learn about this is via 
having structured conversations with the Subject 
leaders. This year we have been doing this via Zoom 
calls, with subject leaders from both schools.  
 
What a pleasure it was to learn how Music has adapted 
in Covid and how the schools are working together to 
ensure that the Music skills develop in each year group 
and progress logically throughout the schools.  
 
As sharing of instruments is limited and singing needs 
to be done in large spaces, technology has been 
adopted even more in the first part of the year in the 
Juniors. The Infants hope to start using Thumb Jam 
when the new iPads arrive. 
 
I loved to hear about the Infants school making 
‘instruments’ with recycled materials, to be able to 
play, until we get back using the school’s instruments. 
 
To support wellbeing in KS1, the music teacher has 
been listening to music with classes, where they try to 
identify different emotions. Like, ‘This makes me 
happy’ or ‘I feel excited’. 
 
I know both teachers have very exciting things 
planned for the whole Federation when we get back to 
‘normal’ so watch this space! ‘Britain’s got talent’ here 
we come! 

 

 

To get in touch with us, please email: Chair of Governors: Rondi Allan    
Contact Details: chairofgovernors@cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk or contact the school office  
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