
 
 
 

History Intent 
At CHIS, we aim to provide an exciting, interesting and high quality history curriculum that is fully inclusive to every child. Our curriculum is designed to inspire curiosity about 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world through an enquiry-based approach and hands on experience wherever possible. Alongside historical knowledge there will be a high focus 
on the development specific history skills. We want the pupils to develop the skills of enquiry by asking questions about the past, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation. 
Our history curriculum is intended to help pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different 

groups. We want history to enrich other areas of the curriculum, SMSC and British Values.  

 

Chronological Understanding 

Knowledge and 

Understanding of events, 

people and changes in the 

past 

Historical Interpretation Historical Enquiry 
Organisation and 

Communication 

EYFS I can begin to describe a 
sequence of events, real or 
fictional using words such as 
‘first’, ‘then’ (M) 
 
I can comment on images of 
familiar situations in the past. 
(UTW) 
 
I can understand the past 
through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling 
(UTW- ELG) 
 
 
 

I can describe events in some 
detail (C&L)  
 
I can talk about members of my 
immediate family and 
community (UTW) 
 
I can name and describe people 
familiar to me (UTW) 
 
I can talk about the lives of the 
people around me and their 
roles in society (UTW- ELG) 
 
I can understand some 
similarities and differences 
between things in the past and 
now, drawing on my experiences 
and what has been read in class 
(UTW- ELG) 
 
I can express ideas and feelings 
about my experiences using full 
sentences, including use of past 
and present tenses (C&L- ELG) 

I can learn new vocabulary. 
(C&L) 
 
I can use new vocabulary in 
different contexts. (C&L) 
 
I can engage in non-fiction books 
(C&L) 
 

I can compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the past. 
(UTW) 
 
I can ask questions to find out 
more (C&L) 
 
I can ask question to check I 
understand what has been said 
to me (C&L) 
 
I can respond to what I hear with 
relevant questions, comments 
and actions (C&L- ELG)  
 
I can make comments about 
what I have heard and ask 
questions to clarify my 
understanding (C&L- ELG) 
 
 

I can communicate my 
knowledge through: 
 
- Discussion  
[Ask/answer questions such as 
What was it like for…? What 
happened in the past? How 
long ago did… happen?] 
 
- Drawing pictures 
 
- Drama/role play 
 
- Making models 
 
- Writing 
 
- Using computing 
 
 
 
 

Cunningham Hill School – History 



 
 

Year 1 

 

 

I can sequence events in my life 
 
I can sequence events, photos, 
etc. from different periods of my 
life.  
 
I can describe memories of key 
events in my life. 
 
I can use common words and 
phrases relating to the passing 
of time [e.g. old, new, before, 
after, a long time ago, past] 
 
I can match objects to people of 
different ages 

I can recognise the difference 
between past and present in my 
own and others’ lives e.g. [give 
examples of things that are 
different in my life from that of 
my grandparents] 
 

I can read or listen to stories and 
begin to distinguish between fact 
and fiction 
 
I can compare adults talking 
about the past – how reliable are 
their memories? 
 

I can begin to ask and answer 
simple questions about the past 
from sources and artefacts 
 
I can sort artefacts “then” and 
“now” 
 
I can find out about and 
compare a famous person from 
the past and present. 
 

I can communicate my 
knowledge through: 
 
- Discussion  
[Ask/answer questions such as 
What was it like for…? What 
happened in the past? How 
long ago did… happen?] 
 
- Drawing pictures 
 
- Drama/role play 
 
- Making models 
 
- Writing 
 
- Using computing 

Year 2 

 

 

I can sequence artefacts closer 
together in time, checking with 
reference books 
 
I can use phrases and words in 
my historical learning [ before, 
after, past, present, recently] 
 

I can recognise why people 
acted in the way they did, why 
events happened and what 
happened as a result 
 
I can Identify similarities and 
differences between ways of life 
at different times  
 
I can recognise significant 
people, places and events in 
my own locality.  

I can compare two versions of a 
past event 
 
I can compare pictures or 
photographs of people or events 
in the past 
 
I can discuss the reliability of 
photographs/accounts/stories 
 

I can find out about the past 
from a range of sources of 
information  
 
use a source – observe or handle 
sources to answer questions 
about the past on the basis of 
simple observations [why, what, 
who, how, where]  
 
I can research about a famous 
event/person using different 
resources [information banks, 
computing, interviews] 
 

 


