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Our Vision Statement 

“Cunningham Hill School is a centre of excellence for happy, caring, confident and independent 

children who achieve their potential both socially and academically. Staff, pupils, parents and 

governors at the school show mutual respect, good manners, commitment and a feeling of 

friendship and community.” 

Welcome to the SEN Information Report. At Cunningham Hill Schools, we do our utmost to remove 

any barriers to learning. We pride ourselves in providing our pupils with a wealth of extra-curricular 

and extended opportunities that support children’s learning, enjoyment and participation at school. 

Children who have additional or different needs to those of their peers are fully included in our school 

community and supported to realise their potential.  

This report has been written with reference to the SEND Code of Practice (May 2015), the Equality 

Act 2010 and Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014, relating to school systems for responding 

to the needs of pupils with SEND. It was collaboratively produced, using the views of our parents 

gathered through a parent forum meeting. 

  

Which types of SEND are provided for at Cunningham Hill?  

 

Communication and interaction difficulties including; 

 Speech & Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)  

 Developmental Language Delay (DLD)  

 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)  
 
Cognition and learning difficulties including; 

 Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, Dyspraxia (SpLD)  

 Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD) Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD),  

 FASD 
 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties including; 

 Mental Health Difficulties (anxiety, depression)  

 Attention Deficit Disorders (ADHD)  

 Attachment Disorders 
 
Sensory and/or physical needs including; 

 Vision Impairment (VI) 

 Hearing Impairment (HI)  

 Multi-Sensory Impairment (MSI)  

 Physical Disability (PD)  

 

School Context  

In our school community we currently have,  

Infant School:   

Number of Pupils with SEND: 30 of 175 on roll  

% of Pupils with SEND: 17.14%  

% of Pupils with an EHC Plan: 2.29%  

% of Pupils receiving SEN Support: 14.85% 



 

 

Primary EHCP Need: Sensory Impairment and Communication 

and Interaction.   

  

Junior School:   

Number of Pupils with SEND: 44 of 236 on roll  

% of Pupils with SEND: 18.64%  

% of Pupils with an EHC Plan: 1.27%  

% of Pupils receiving SEN Support: 17.37%  

Primary EHCP Need: ASD  

These percentages compare to the 2020-21 figure of 15.9% nationally.  

  

The Local Authority Local Offer  
 Since 2014, Local Authorities and schools have been required to publish, and keep under review, 

information about services they expect to be available for the children and young people with SEN 

aged 0-25. This is known as the ‘Local Offer’.  

 The intention is that the Local Offer improves choice and transparency for families. It is also be an 

resource for parents in understanding the range of local services and provision 

 

The Hertfordshire Local Offer can be accessed via https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-

offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1a. How does the school know if a child needs extra help?   

1b. What should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?  

2. How will the school support my child?   

3. How will I know how my child is doing?   

4. How will the school’s approach to teaching and learning be matched to my child’s needs?   

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?   

6. What training have the staff, supporting children with SEND received?   

7. What specialist services and expertise are accessed by the school?  

8. How will you help me to support my child’s learning?   

9. How does the school enable constructive partnership working with families?   

10. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?   

11. How accessible is the school environment?  

12. Who can I contact for further information?  

13. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new school or the 

next stage of education and life?  

14. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs?   

15. How are decisions made about the range of support my child will receive?   

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx


 

 

16. Where can I find out about the local authority’s local offer of services and provision for  children with 

SEND?   

1a.  How does the school know if children need extra help?   

 On entry to the Reception class, each pupil’s development is assessed against the Early Years 

Foundation Stage ‘Development Matters’ and the Early Learning Goals (2021).   

 When children join the Junior school, in Year 3, their current skills and levels of attainment are 

assessed on entry. This compliments information received from Key Stage 1.   

 Regular assessments of progress are made for all pupils and any child making less than 

expected progress in relation to their age and individual circumstances is then investigated 

further. This can include progress in areas other than attainment, for example with wider 

developmental, emotional or social needs.   

 Teachers and teaching assistants, alongside the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 

(SENDCo), use their experience and professional expertise to identify learning needs and 

suggest appropriate action.   

 If the class teacher identifies a child, who might benefit from further support, they will discuss 

their concerns with parents or carers and explain the SEN Journey. The teacher will then 

complete a referral form or have an informal conversation with the SENDCo, which may be 

followed by a SENDCo observation. The child may be placed on the SEN ‘Watch list’ while 

further investigation takes place.  

 Screening checklists may be used to identify potential areas of difficulty and provide a focus for 

observation. Children may be asked to complete activities (tests) with the SENDCo to further 

identify and understand their needs.  

 Feedback will be provided to parents, usually during a face-to-face meeting, and the graduated 

approach will be explained. An initial Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle will be discussed with 

parents or carers and quality first teaching strategies put in place.   

 The child may placed on the SEN register, with the agreement of their parents or carers, and 

they will then have an SEN Support Plan put in place.  

 SMART targets and provision will be reviewed at least half termly by school staff and shared 

with parents via a support plan and termly meetings. 

 Parents can raise concerns with any member of staff and the SENDCo will contact them if they 

wish to have discuss the matter further.   

 Children can raise concerns with teachers, SENDCo and parents at any time during the school 

day. 

 Children’s views are very important and these are gathered using an ‘All about me’ sheet which 

is updated regularly.  

1b. What should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?   

 Ask to meet with your child’s class teacher to discuss your concerns 

 Contact the SENDCo Shirley Marvelly directly via the school office: Infant School 01727 857524  

Junior School 01727 852911 or email shirley.marvelly@cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk  

 

2. How will the school support my child?   

All children will have regular support from a teacher in class. The class teacher will provide high quality 

teaching and implement a range of reasonable adjustments to support any child who needs it. They will 

also write the targets on their support plan for SEN children.  

Teaching assistants are trained to support children through a range of intervention programmes and to 

provide general whole class support to help with understanding and engagement.  

The SENDCo will work with the class teacher and TA to provide advice and suggest strategies to support 

children with SEN. The SENDCo may also work with individuals and small groups in different interventions.  

The SENDCo will make any necessary referrals and liaise with any outside agencies supporting your child.  



 

 

The Executive Headteacher and Head of Schools monitor progress to ensure that the needs of all children, 

including those with SEN, are being met throughout the school. The school governors also monitor SEN 

and the impact the school has on the progress of SEN children.   

Provision is matched to the needs of individual children based on progress data and general wellbeing. 

Teacher and parent feedback is also important in how we decide to support your child.  

All parents and carers are involved from the beginning of the SEN journey, providing consent for referrals 

and contributing to the development of SEN Support Plans with personalised SMART targets.   

In addition to regular Parent Consultations we will have termly SEN Support Plan review meetings with 

teachers, children and parents and, if necessary, the SENDCo. 

 

We also provide:  

• Small focused group work for phonics, reading, Maths and times-tables   

• A range of resources to support individual learning needs e.g. ear defenders, punctuation pens  

• Speaking and listening interventions – WellComm and ELKAN  

• Social skills group   

• Lego therapy   

• Draw and Talk interventions 

• Specialist adult support with trained TAs  

• Delivery of planned programmes   

• Buddy systems e.g. paired reading   

• Vista mentoring   

• Family support worker  

3. How will I know how my child is doing?   

• Provision is monitored through feedback from teachers, teaching assistants, parents and carers and 

children. The school will review your child’s progress regularly; this will include intervention 

progress, whole class learning, progress against age related expectations and their general 

wellbeing.  

• We monitor the progress children are making towards their SMART targets each half term through 

the SEN Support Plan review. This will be discussed termly in face-to-face meetings with parents 

and carers and in the half terms where there is no meeting, paper copies of any new targets will be 

sent home.  

• If a child is in crisis or appears to be experiencing increasing difficulties, then an additional review 

will be completed, as soon as possible, with all members of staff involved.  

• For those children with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) annual review meetings are 

held with teachers, parents, children and external professionals.  

• Regular meetings and phone calls with the class teacher and SENDCo are available; this can be 

every day if necessary during challenging periods.  

• The SENDCo has an Open door policy if you have any concerns you wish to discuss 

• Parents evenings   

• Formal reports  

• Parents and carers are encouraged to contact the school if they would like more updates and to talk 

about any of their provisions or targets in more detail.  

4. How will the schools approach to teaching and learning be matched to my child’s needs?   

• High quality teaching is the first strategy for supporting SEN and reasonable adjustments are made 

according to the needs of every child.  

• Differentiation is embedded in all lessons based on a medal system and this is adapted to include 

children with SEN through support and scaffolding.  

• If necessary, we will implement a personalised curriculum – using what the children enjoy, to focus 

their learning.  

• We adapt and change the curriculum based on the personalised needs of our children, 

remembering that not all children learn in the same way.  



 

 

• A range of specialist, targeted interventions, are provided by our teachers and teaching assistants 

e.g. Draw and Talk, Lego therapy etc  

• The graduated approach – Assess, Plan, Do, Review – is implemented for all children on the SEN 

register through their SMART Targets and SEN Support Plan.  

• The school works closely with parents and children to discuss targets and provision, understanding 

that parents know their children best. We seek consent for all referrals and for external 

interventions, which are not part of our Quality First Teaching curriculum.  

• Children are helped to understand why they are taking part in interventions or have reasonable 

adjustments made; They give consent to interventions and adaptations and can decide at any time 

to stop them.  

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?   

• Cunningham Hill Federation follows the Hertfordshire Steps behaviour management approach.  

•  Mental Health Lead practitioners – Miss Shennan and Miss Fox across both schools  

• Support from a trained Family Support Worker – Jemma Hope across both schools  

• Support for individuals from our Behaviour and Learning Mentor Anna Ryan across both schools 

• Individualised anxiety mapping completed by the SENDCo  

• SENDCo can make referrals to NESSIE, Arts Therapy. 

• Teaching assistant trained in Draw and Talk therapy.  

• Mentoring via Vista St Albans Plus  

• Access to Mental health services – Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner, School Nurse, CAMHS and 

PALMS.   

• Clear procedures for the administration of medication, with records updated timely and signed off by 

the member of staff   

https://cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Administration-of-Medicine2020.pdf  

• Behaviour and Discipline incorporating Anti-Bullying Policy – response and prevention to both 

behaviour and bullying, we have this approach to avoid exclusions  

https://cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Behaviour-Policy-

Jnr2020_signed.pdf  

• Child involvement in school council  

• Mindfulness colouring club at lunchtimes  

 

6. What training have the staff, supporting children with SEND, received? 

SENDCo- Shirley Marvelly – National Award for SEN (June 2021)  

All Staff:  

• Hertfordshire STEPS Training   

• Autism Education Trust Autism Training   

• Paediatric first aid training  

• Zones of regulation training   

Individual Staff are trained in:   

 WellComm speech and language support  

 Phonics  

 Numicon   

 Strategies from the SpLD base   

 Draw and Talk Therapy   

 Lego therapy  

 SMART moves   

 Braille 
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7. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?   

• Collett School Outreach   

• Links Support Base Outreach   

• SpLD Base Outreach 

• Communication and Autism Specialist Advisory Teacher   

• Hearing Impairment Specialist Advisory Teacher 

• Visual Impairment Specialist Advisory Teacher and Habituation Specialist.   

• Link Speech and Language Therapists   

• Link Educational Psychologist   
• School Nursing Service 
• Occupational Therapy 
• Nessie Arts Therapy 
• Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner 
• Family Support Worker 
• Mentor 

 
Additional support from outside agencies should be discussed with the SENDCo, who can make the 

relevant referrals.  

Please follow the link to the Local Offer for information about support services for parents of children and 

young people with SEND, this includes SEND Information and Advice Support Service (SENDIASS)  

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-parents-carers-and-families/services-

forparents-carers-and-families.aspx  

8. How will you help me to support my child’s learning?   

• Please see our homework policy for more information on how to support your child at home  

https://cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Homework-Policy.pdf  

• All homework activities are differentiated based on the needs of the child   

• We can provide homework electronically or in a book depending on preference   

• Signposting to parent training and support groups offered by DSPL7 

• Access to ADD Vance courses  

• SENDCo and class teachers can provide at home activities based on individual needs e.g. a 

sensory programme  

9. How does the school enable constructive partnership working with families?   

• Regular meetings with parents, when there is a need  

• Referrals to the appropriate professionals with parental agreement   

• Parent forums met to collaboratively create the SEN information report and the SEN policy.  

• Parent forums will take place at the end of each term to discuss provisions and how the school can 

improve this for the parents and children Parents can share their views and ideas and what they 

believe is working well and what we could do better.   

• The school council enables us to gain the views of our all pupils and receive feedback on a variety 

of aspects of the school community. All children’s views are gained in class and taken back to the 

school council, so that all pupils views are heard. The school council includes members who are on 

the SEN register.  

• Liaison with a wide range of professionals   

• Use of TAF process to support families   
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10. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?   

• Supporting children with medical conditions; https://www.cunninghamhill-jun.herts.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/10/Supporting-Children-withMedical-Conditions-2020.pdf  

  

• Individual risk assessments when on trips to ensure safety.  

• Risk management plans   

• Collaboration with parents. We will ask how we can help your child and what do they need to make 

them feel safe and happy.   

• Reasonable adjustments will be made to ensure that every child is included in all aspects of school 

life, including school trips   

11. How accessible is the school environment?   

• The acoustics of the classrooms are checked – door stoppers can be placed to reduce noise and 

ear defenders are worn by individual children  

• Signage is at child height and font is adjusted when needed   

• We have Safe spaces/calming areas in classes and around the school   

• Ramps are in place where required   

• Disabled toilet and washing facilities are available   

• Clear procedures are in place for administration of medication  

https://cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Administration-of-Medicine2020.pdf  

• Health care plans are in place   

• There are Paediatric First Aid trained staff in school   

• We have access to the school nurse   

• Regular training for staff  

• Accessibility audit and Accessibility Plan have been completed 

https://cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/AccessibilityPlan-18-21.pdf 

12. Who can I contact for further information?   

 A parent’s first point of contact is their child’s class teacher, any information can be passed onto 

the SENDCo and Headteacher who will then contact you directly if necessary.   

 Contact the SENDCo, Shirley Marvelly directly via the school office: Infant School 01727 857524  

Junior School 01727 852911 or email shirley.marvelly@cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk  

 If you are unhappy with the response from the SENDCo, then please contact the Executive 

Headteacher – Ms Elbourne-Cload.  

 Please also see our complaints policy for more information 

https://cunninghamhill.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Complaints-Policy-

2020_signed.pdf  

13. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new school or 

the next stage of education and life?  

 Whole school Transition days and additional transition days/visits where appropriate  

 Information sharing with schools; visits and phone calls to the SENDCo in the new school   

 Sharing of all documentation including support plans, so that the new school can get the best 

picture of the child   

 Preparation days   

 The SENDCo provides a listening ear and advice at all times, to discuss any worries or concerns   

 

 

14. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs?   

• SEN budget is allocated e.g. 1:1 support, specific SEN resources  

• Top Up Higher needs funding is applied for by the school to support children with exceptional needs 

who do not have EHCPs. 
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• Children with EHCPs receive funding. The level of this funding is decided at County level with input 

from the school and parents.   

• We also have Pupil Premium Grant funding, and teachers who work directly with the children to 

support and monitor their progress.  

15. How are decisions made about the range of support my child will receive?   

• Parent voice and involvement at all stages  

• Recommendations made by external professionals e.g. Therapists and Specialist Advisory teachers  

• The Graduated Approach – Assess, Plan, Do and Review  

• Children are involved in planning and evaluating the provision they receive 

16. Where can I find out about the local authority’s local offer of services and provision for children 

with SEND?   

 If you need more help and support finding out about special educational needs and disabilities 

within Hertfordshire there is more information provided by the local authority at:  

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/localoffer   

 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/localoffer

