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Why is the Qur’an treated with such 
respect? 

Sources of wisdom 

What are the meanings of the 
story of Rama and Sita? 

Symbols and actions Sources of 
wisdom 

 

How and why do Jewish people 
celebrate festivals and key life 

events? 
Beliefs and practices 
Symbols and actions 
Sources of wisdom 

How do Buddhists follow the 
Buddha’s teaching?  
Beliefs and practices 
Symbols and actions 
Sources of wisdom 

Identity and belonging 
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 the Qur’an is highly prized and 
treated with respect 

 following what the scriptures say is 
very important to  
Muslims 

 how the Birmingham Qur’an is an ex-
ample of British Islam’s impact and 
place in our plural society 

 The Ramayana is an important 
story in the lives of many Hindus 

 The story involves the 
incarnations of the gods Vishnu 
and Lakshmi as Rama and Sita, 
come to destroy the demon 
Ravana and bring peace to the 
Earth 

 The story is very long (24000 
verses) and there are many 
retellings of it 

 Each character can inspire Hindus 
to learn about devotion to God, 
dharma (duty) and karma 

 the difference between Rosh 
Hashanah (New Year) and Yom 
Kippur (Day of Atonement) 

 two key points about each of the 
stories behind the Jewish festivals of 
Hanukkah and Passover 

 the symbolism behind some of the 
foods in the Seder meal 

 what some Jewish people do today 
to mark Rosh Hashanah/Yom 
Kippur/Hanukkah/Passover 

 

 Buddhists do not have a deity – 
they follow the teachings of the 
Buddha. 

 The first Buddha was Siddhartha 
Gautama.  

 Some understanding of the life of 
Siddhartha Gautama and the 4 
signs that he saw.  

 The principle of the ‘middle way’ 
and the 8 spokes of the dharma 
wheel and noble 8 fold pathway.   

 4 noble truths 
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Muslim, Islam, Qur’an, Allah, Prophet 
Muhammad, Angel Jibril, Arabic, holy 
scriptures, mosque 

Ramayana, incarnation, Vishnu, 
Lakshmi, Rama, Sita, Ravana, 
dharma, karma, Diwali, Hindu, 
devotion 

Judaism, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 
synagogue, shofar, Hanukkah, 
menorah, dreidel, Passover, Pesach, 
Seder meal,  Israel, Hebrew  

Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama, 
nirvana, enlighten, Bodhi tree, 
Dharma wheel, karma, lotus flower, 
mandala, meditation, middle way, 
noble eight fold path, reincarnation, 
temple, wisdom. 
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Can you describe three ways Muslims 
show respect for the Qur’an?   
What is the most important way a 
Muslim can show respect for the 
Qur’an? (follow its teaching). 
What five facts do you know about the 
Qur’an?  

What are two key messages of the 
story for Hindus?  
What is the impact of past deeds 
on characters in the story?  
Describe how a character in the 
story demonstrates dharma.  
Can you think of two ways where 
good wins over evil in the story?  
How does Sita show her devotion 
in the story?   

What do Jewish people think about at 
Yom Kippur? 
Why do some Jewish people eat 
apples and honey during Rosh 
Hashanah? 
Give me two key facts about the 
Hanukkah story. 
Can you explain two ways Jewish 
people might celebrate Hanukkah 
today? 
Tell me about the symbolism of two 
foods from the Seder meal eaten at 
Pesach. 

1) Who was Siddhartha Gautama? 
2) What symbolism is used in 

Buddhism? 
3) What rules do Buddhists try to 

follow to follow the Buddha’s 
teaching? 

4) What are the 4 noble truths and why 
are they important to Buddhists? 
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How do Christians show their beliefs 
at Christmas? 

Beliefs and practices 
Symbols and actions 
Sources of wisdom 

What is the Trinity? 
Beliefs and practices 
Symbols and actions 
Sources of wisdom 

 

Was Jesus the Messiah? 
Beliefs and practices 
Sources of wisdom 

What can different presentations of 
the Christmas story tell us? 

Beliefs and practices 
Sources of wisdom 

  
K

EY
 K

N
O

W
LE

D
G

E
 

 what the gospels say happened at 
the birth of Jesus 

 what aspects of the narrative of the 
birth of Jesus come from the bible 
and which have grown up over time 

 the difference between the secular 
and religious celebration of 
Christmas 

 the meaning of Christmas for 
Christians 

 Christians believe God is Trinity: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 Christians believe The Father 
creates; he sends the Son who 
saves his people; the Son sends 
the Holy Spirit to his followers 

 Christians really want to try to 
understand God better and so try 
to describe God using symbols, 
similes and metaphors, in song, 
story, poems and art 

 Christians worship God as Trinity. 
It is a huge idea to grasp and 
Christians have created art to help 
to express this belief 

 Christians believe the Holy Spirit is 
God’s power at work in the world 
and in their lives today, enabling 
them to follow Jesus. 

 Jesus was Jewish 

 Christians believe Jesus is God in the 
flesh 

 They believe that his birth, life, 
death and resurrection were part of 
a longer plan by God to restore the 
relationship between humans 
and God 

 The Old Testament talks about a 
‘rescuer’ or ‘anointed one’ - a 
messiah. Some texts talk about 
what this ‘messiah’ would be like 

 Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled 
these expectations, and that he is 
the Messiah (Jewish people do not 
think Jesus is the Messiah.) 

 Christians see Jesus as their Saviour 

 How to use some key words such as 
miracle, Madonna, incarnation, 
celebration, festival, worship and 
gospel 

 How to apply the concepts above, 
explaining how and why Christians 
see Christmas as one of the two 
great miracles of their faith 
(incarnation and resurrection are 
the miracles of Christmas and 
Easter) 
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 Advent, gospel, religious, secular, 

Christingle, nativity, Advent wreath, 
Bethlehem, Israel, Jesus, magi, Son of 
God, carol, stained glass window, 

Trinity, God/Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit, incarnation, gospel, 
baptism, John the Baptist, the 
grace, symbolism  

incarnation, Messiah, Saviour, 
prophecy, prophet, Old/New 
testament,  

miracle, Madonna, incarnation, 
celebration, festival, worship and 
gospel 
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Describe what some Christians do 
during Advent.  
What three things might a Christian do 
to show their beliefs at Christmas?  
What three things might not appear 
on a Christian advent calendar about 
the birth of Jesus? 

Where can you read about the 
baptism of Jesus?  
Describe three things that 
Christians believe about 
God/Jesus/the Holy Spirit.   
Why do some Christians baptise 
their babies or get baptised as an 
adult? Draw some symbols 
Christians use to help them 
understand God/Jesus/the Holy 
Spirit.  

Explain the place of 
Incarnation and Messiah within the 
‘big story’ of the Bible.   
What do Old Testament prophecies 
say the Messiah would be like/do?  
Give some examples of how a 
Christian might show their beliefs 
about Jesus’s incarnation at 
Christmas. 

Write a few sentences using the words 
incarnation, miracle and celebrate to 
show that you understand the 
importance of Christmas for 
Christians.  
Explain why Jesus matters more to 
Christians than Father Christmas.  
Using two of the presentations of 
Christmas you have studied, find two 
similarities in Christian belief and two 
differences.   
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 How do the five pillars help Muslims 

express their faith? 
Identity and belonging 

 

What does it mean to be a Sikh in 
Britain today? 

Beliefs and practices 
Identity and belonging 

Why is the Torah so important to 
Jewish people? 

Beliefs and practices 
Sources of wisdom 

How do Hadith guide Muslims 
through the journey of life? 

Sources of wisdom 
Identity and belonging 
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 ‘Ibadah’ means worship and any 
action that is performed with the 
intention of obeying Allah 

 The Five Pillars of Islam, which 
help Muslims to ensure that their 
lives are dedicated to the worship 
of Allah, are part of Ibadah 

 The Five Pillars of Islam are a 
structure for the spiritual life of 
Muslims 

 Sikhism originated in India and 
Sikh communities have lived in 
Britain for a long time 

 Remembering God, honest work 
and sharing what you have are 
three important principles in 
Sikhism 

 The Guru Granth Sahib can be 
found in a gurdwara, a Sikh 
place of worship 

 Being committed to Sikhism (or 
any religion) can bring both 
challenge and inspiration 

 Jewish people use the Torah, their 
ancient sacred text, as a guide to 
life and faith 

 Jewish worship uses the Torah and 
includes many symbols to show why 
the words, which many Jews believe 
come from God, matter so much 

 Many Jewish people try to live their 
lives in the light of what the Torah 
teaches them about God and 
humanity 

 Jewish people from different parts 
of the community say different 
things about the Torah 

 Hadith and Sunnah are the words 
and actions of 
Prophet Muhammad 

 Hadith and Sunnah are used for 
guidance by many Muslims 

 The messages in the range of Hadith 
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Ibadah, five pillars, Shahadah, Salah, 
Zakah, charity, Sawm, fasting, 
Ramadan, Hajj, pilgrimage, Makkah, 
Id-ul-Fitr, Ka’bah 

Sikh, Sikhism, Guru Nanak, Guru 
Granth Sahib, Gurdwara, five K’s, 
Khalsa, turban, commitment, nam 
japna (remembering God), kirat 
karni (honest work), vand chhakna 
(sharing with others), Baisakhi, 
Punjabi, kara, kanga, kesh, kirpan, 
kachera 

Torah, Genesis, Deuteronomy, Sefer, 
mantles, sacred, 
tefillin, mezuzah, ark, secular, 
Reform, Orthodox, Bar Mitzvah, Bat 
Mitzvah, yad, scroll, parchment, 
Hebrew, 

Hadith, Sunnah, Muhammad, Qur’an, 
Islam, hijab, Allah, Malala Yousafzai 
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Explain why Muslims call their rules 
for living ‘pillars’. What are the five 
pillars of Islam? Describe what 
Ibadah means for a Muslim. Give 
examples of how Muslims put their 
beliefs about one pillar into action. 

Give a simple description of either 
nam japna, kirat karni or vand 
chhakna.  
What three things might you find in 
a Gurdwara?  
Describe two things that might be 
challenging for a Sikh living in 
Britain today.  
Describe two challenges of 
belonging to a religious community 
and two reasons about why 
belonging to that community can 
also be valuable. 

Where do Jewish people get their 
guidance for living from? 
How do Jewish people show respect 
for the Torah? 
Give two examples of what Jewish 
people do that show that the Torah 
really matters to them?  

Describe some of the guidance offered 
in the Hadith on women, appearance 
or education.   
Give an example of how a Hadith 
might affect a Muslim’s beliefs.   
How do Malala’s actions link to the 
teaching of the Hadith?  
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Why do Christians call the day Jesus 
died Good Friday? (Core) 

Beliefs and practices 
Symbols and actions 
Sources of wisdom 

Why do Christians call the day 
Jesus died Good Friday? (Deeper) 

Beliefs and practices 
Symbols and actions 
Sources of wisdom 

What did Jesus do to save human 
beings? (Core) 

Beliefs and practices 
Symbols and actions 
Sources of wisdom 

What difference does the resurrection 
make for Christians? (Core) 

Beliefs and practices 
Symbols and actions 
Sources of wisdom 
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 Christians see Holy Week as the 
culmination of Jesus’ earthly 
life, leading to his death and 
resurrection. 

 The various events of Holy Week, 
such as the Last Supper, 
were important in showing the 
disciples what Jesus came to earth 
to do. 

 Christians today trust that Jesus 
really did rise from the dead, and 
so is still alive today. 

 Christians remember and celebrate 
Jesus’ last week, death and 
resurrection. 

 Christians see Holy Week as the 
culmination of Jesus’ earthly 
life, leading to his death and 
resurrection. 

 The various events of Holy Week, 
such as the Last Supper, 
were important in showing the 
disciples what Jesus came to 
earth to do. 

 Christians today trust that Jesus 
really did rise from the dead, and 
so is still alive today. 

 Christians remember and 
celebrate Jesus’ last week, death 
and resurrection.  

 The Gospels give accounts of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 The New Testament says that 
Jesus’ death was somehow ‘for 
us’. 

 Christians interpret this in a variety 
of ways: for example, as a sacrifice 
for sin; as a victory over sin, death 
and the devil; paying the 
punishment as a substitute for 
everyone’s sins; 
rescuing the lost and leading them 
to God; leading from darkness to 
light. 

 Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice 
with Holy Communion 

 Christians believe that Jesus calls 
them to sacrifice their own needs to 
the needs of others, and some are 
prepared to die for others and for 
their faith. 

 The Gospels give accounts of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 The New Testament says that Jesus’ 
death was somehow ‘for us’. 

 Christians interpret this in a variety of 
ways: for example, as a sacrifice for sin; 
as a victory over sin, death and the devil; 
paying the punishment as a substitute for 
everyone’s sins; 
rescuing the lost and leading them to 
God; leading from darkness to light. 

 Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice with 
Holy Communion 

 Christians believe that Jesus calls them to 
sacrifice their own needs to the needs of 
others, and some are prepared to die for 
others and for their faith. 
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 Christians, Bible, gospels, salvation, 

New Testament, Jerusalem, Israel, 
Holy Week, Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday, Easter Sunday, resurrection  

Last Supper, Jewish festival of 
Passover, betrayal, denial, gospels, 
salvation, Maundy Thursday, 
communion, disciples 

Incarnation, salvation, sacrifice, 
substitute, Stations of the cross, 
Mass, Eucharist, Holy Communion, 
Last Supper, Roman Catholic, 
Protestant, Church of England, 

Isaiah, prophecy, Old and New 
Testament, Messiah, sacrifice, lamb of 
God, sin,  
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Where can you read about the 
events of Holy Week? 
What happened to Jesus on Palm 
Sunday / Good Friday/ 
Easter Sunday?  
Describe what some Christians do on 
Palm Sunday / Good Friday / Easter 
Sunday. 
Why do Christians call the day Jesus 
died Good Friday? 

Where can you read the story of 
the Last Supper? 
What do Christians do today to 
remember the Last Supper? 
How might a Christian show their 
beliefs about serving others 
/standing up for their beliefs/ 
celebrating / remembering / in 
their everyday life? 

Describe three ‘stations of the 
cross’. 
What do Christians mean when 
they say that Jesus’ death was a 
sacrifice? 
What similarities and differences 
are there in the way Christians 
celebrate the Last Supper? 

Why is Jesus sometimes called the lamb 
of God? 
What links are there between the 
prophecy in Isaiah about the suffering 
servant and Jesus? 
What difference might Jesus’ sacrifice 
make to the life of a Christian? 
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In the journey of life, what makes 
things better and what makes them 

worse? 
Human responsibility and values 

How, why and where do Hindu 
people worship? 

Prayer, worship and reflection 

Right and wrong: How do religious 
people decide how to solve 

dilemmas? 
Human responsibility and values 

What are religions and worldviews? 
Beliefs and practices 

Identity and belonging 
Ultimate questions 
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 Everyone has the potential to be 
good and bad 

 Religions try to help people to stick 
to good thoughts and actions and 
avoid bad thoughts and actions 

 In Islam two angels record thoughts 
and actions throughout someone’s 
life 

 In Hinduism good and bad actions 
earn good and bad karma 

 Many Hindus worship at a shrine 
in their home 

 Some key objects for puja and 
how they are used 

 Worship is important outside the 
home for many Hindus, including 
in their work life, as part of 
Sanatan Dharma, the way of life 
for a Hindu 

 Jewish and Christian people find 
out about good and evil, right and 
wrong, from their scriptures 

 Deciding what is good and right is  
not always easy, so moral codes 
can help people 

 Jewish and Christian people try to 
resist temptation – they may find 
their religion helps with this 

 Everybody has a worldview 

 Religions are types of worldviews 

 People do not necessarily have the 
same worldview just because they 
share the same religion 

 The question ‘What is a religion?’ is 
complex 
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 karma, Hindu, consequences, 

religions, faith, journey of life, 
forgiveness, merciful 

shrine, puja, worship, Sanatan 
Dharma, ritual, incense, murti, 
diva, bhajans, Diwali, Aum, Ganesh, 
Lakshmi, avatar,  Vishnu, mandir 

commands, rules, precepts, 
guidance, scriptures, Mishnah, 
Pikei Avot, Old and New 
Testaments, morals, dilemma, 
temptation, Thessalonians, 

worldview, religious, non-religious, 
humanism, sacred, right, belief, 
spiritual, moral, ritual, ultimate, 
attitude, beyond understanding,  
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Give an example of a Hindu or Islamic 
teaching that helps people stick to 
good thoughts or actions. Describe 
how two Islamic/Hindu teachings help 
Muslims/Hindus live better lives. 

What would you find on a puja 
tray? 
What are the objects used for? 
What do the objects represent? 
Why is it important for many 
Hindus to have a shrine at home or 
work? 

Describe what temptation is and 
how it can affect people’s 
behaviour. Give an example of how 
Jewish/Christian scripture might 
help a Jewish person/ Christian 
solve a dilemma. 

What is a religion? 
What is a worldview? 
Describe how some people show their 
worldview by the way they live. 
Describe some aspects of a religious 
worldview. 
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What do Christians learn from the 
Creation story? (Core) 

Sources of wisdom 
Ultimate questions 

What do non-religious people do to 
bring justice and equality? 

Human responsibility and values 
Justice and fairness 

‘Creation and Science’ contradictory 
or complementary? (Core) 

Sources of wisdom 
Ultimate questions 
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Christians believe that: 

 God the Creator cares for the 
creation, including human beings. 

 As human beings are part of God’s 
good creation, they do best when 
they listen to God. 

 The Bible shows that God wants 
to help people to be close to him - 
he keeps his relationship with 
them, gives them guidelines on 
good ways to live (such as the Ten 
Commandments). 

 [Building block from EYFS: 
Christians believe God made our 
wonderful world and so we should 
look after it.] 

 Many non-religious people agree 
about how people should treat oth-
ers 

 One famous set of non-religious 
guidelines is the United Nations’ 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. These 
include ideas that all people are 
born free, that everyone 
is equal in dignity and rights, that 
everyone has the right to life, free-
dom and security 

 There are many charities that are 
set up to address 
injustice and inequality around the 
world that do not 
have a religious basis or 
background 

 There is much debate and some 
controversy around the 
relationship 
between the accounts of creation 
in Genesis and contemporary 
scientific accounts. 

 These debates and controversies 
relate to the purpose and 
interpretation of the texts. eg does 
reading Genesis 
as a poetic account conflict with 
scientific accounts? 

 There are many scientists 
throughout 
history and now who are 
Christians. 

 The discoveries of science make 
Christians wonder even more 
about the power and majesty of 
the Creator. 
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 Bible, Old Testament, Genesis, 

Creation story, Creator, God’s image 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, United Nations, articles, 
human rights, equality, injustice, 
secular, discrimination, racism, 
charities 

Genesis, ultimate questions, 
interpretations, cosmology, 
evolution, contradictory, 
complementary 
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Where can you read the Christian 
story of creation?   
Describe what a Christian might do 
because they believe God is Creator. 
(eg follow God, wonder at how 
amazing God’s creation is; care for 
the earth in some specific ways.)  What 
do you think is important in the creation 
story for a Christian living today? 

Give two examples of where there is 
unfairness in the world today. 
How do some non- religious people 
try to make the world a better place? 
How do some charities help support 
universal human rights? 

Why don’t Christians agree on how 
to interpret the Christian creation 
story in Genesis? 
Explain how many Christians find 
that faith and science can go 
together. 
 
 

   

 


