
 

Cunningham Hill School Skills Progression - Music 
Music - Intent 

At Cunningham Hill Infants School Music we aim to nurture a love for music from the outset which will start children off on their life long musical journey. Music makes an 
important contribution to the life of our school so we celebrate, promote and encourage it not only in weekly music lessons but across our whole school in classroom learning, 
music appreciation assemblies, extra-curricular activities and in termly musical performances and celebrations. We aim to offer an inclusive, compelling and engaging music 
curriculum, in line with National Curriculum and Early Years objectives through fun opportunities to sing, listen and explore how to play and compose and fostering a nurturing 
environment where children can help each other through peer learning and feedback. We want our children to experience a diverse range of Music to celebrate our community 
and the wider world so they look beyond their own musical experience by listening to music from a variety of historical periods, styles, cultural traditions and genres, being 
encouraged to identify themes and articulate areas of likes and dislikes.  
National Curriculum  EYFS  YEAR 1  YEAR 2  

SINGING  
Use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes  

 
 Sing a few familiar songs and rhymes  

 build a repertoire of songs which can be 

linked to wider learning  

 
 Use the voice in different ways, such as 

speaking, singing and chanting  

 Repeat short rhythmic and melodic 

patterns  

 
 Sing expressively with a sense phrasing, 

dynamics and shape  

 Begin to sing in parts, rounds or partner 

songs  

PLAYING  
Play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically  

 
 Explore the different sounds of 

instruments and how to hold/manipulate 
them  

 play a pulse and simple repeated 

rhythms  

 
 Explore how sounds can be made and 

changed using a variety of instruments  

 Explore pitch and tempo  

 

 
 Recognise and explore how sounds can 

be organised (duration, notation etc)  

 Make improvements to their own work 

and others  

LISTENING  
Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-quality 
live and recorded music  

 
 Listen attentively, move to and talk 

about music  

 Explore how music can show feelings  

 

 
 Recognise the story, mood or theme in 

music and respond to changes  

 Recognise pulse and simple repeated 

patterns within different genres of music  

 Begin to use key music vocabulary to 

describe what they hear  

 
 Recognise how musical elements can be 

used to create different moods and effects  

 Understand and use increasing key music 

vocabulary when describing music  

 

COMPOSING  
Experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music.  

 
 Experiment with ways of changing 

sounds and songs  

 Create simple rhythm/ action/word 
sequences in groups  

 Use music and dance to express own 
ideas, thoughts,  

 
 Begin to use ICT to manipulate 

sounds  

 begin to use a simple graphic 
score/musical grid when creating a 
sound sequence  

 

 
 organise instrumental sounds using 

ICT  

 Develop graphic notation skills  

 Explore how to create different 
instrumental effects using timbre, 
pulse, dynamics etc  

 


