
Cunningham Hill Junior School – Geography Knowledge Organiser - Local Area Study—Year 3 

 To locate the local area on an aerial image in relation to other places around it and describe the key physical and human features of the area  

 To use geographical language to describe places at different scales   

 To describe and compare the distinctive human and physical features of the local area  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure and record a range of data on the human and physical features in the local area, using a range of methods to answer their own enquiry questions 

 To find evidence of settlement and change in the local area  

 To use an Ordnance Survey map to identify local landmarks and features  
 To record the features and possible future changes of the local area using a sketch map  

In this unit you will: 
Locating our local area on an aerial map. 
Features of our local area. 
Exploring the local area through fieldwork. 
How to record features of our local area on a map. 
Using maps to see how the local area has changed. How the local area will change in the future and 
the impact of this.  

Key Knowledge: 
 St Albans is a city in Hertfordshire, England 

 It is on the continent of Europe 

 St Albans is situated 20 miles north west of Central London 

 It has a population of approximately 60,000 people 

 It is a very old city.  The cathedral is over 900 years old.  It was a very important place 
during Roman times and was called Verulamium 

 The city is broken into areas such as Cell Barnes, Fleetville and Batchwood 

 St Albans has grown steadily since the war and is a commuter town where people who 
live here travel to London to work 

 

Places Geographical Vocab Locational Vocabulary 

St Albans 
Europe 

St Albans Cathedral 
Fleetville 
London 

Hertfordshire 
Hemel Hempstead 

 

aerial view 
key 

landmark 
local 

map view 
planning department 

scale bar 

grid reference 
4-point compass terms (e.g. north-

west, south-east, etc.) 

  

Aerial View How something looks form above -  as in on a map or satellite image 

Key a list of symbols that appear on the map  

Landmark an object or feature of a landscape or town that is easily seen and recognized from a dis-

tance, especially one that enables someone to establish their location.  

Local relating or restricted to a particular area or one's neighbourhood  

Planning department A council run department that looks at new developments in an area 

Grid reference a map reference indicating a location in terms of a series of vertical and horizontal grid 

lines identified by numbers or letters  

City A place where lots of people live with a cathedral and/or a council hub 

Scale bar A graphical representation on a map , rather like a ruler , that represents its scale  

Human geography Geography that deals with humans and their communities, cultures, economies, and inter-

actions with the environment  

Physical Geography different countries and its climate, its natural resources, and its oceans, rivers, and moun-

tains  


