
Cunningham Hill Junior School – Geography Knowledge Organiser - Settlements – Year 4 

Key Questions 
 What is a settlement? 
 What things do people need from a settlement? 
 How can humans use land? 

 Name as many types of settlements as you can? 
 How can people develop more sustainable settlements? 
 Why do settlements need to be more sustainable? 
 What are the meanings of Healthcare, industrial, retail, leisure and agriculture? 

Key Knowledge: 
 Settlements are villages, towns or cities where people live. 
 Many settlements have existed for thousands of years 
 There has been a settlement in St Albans since 20BC – over 2000 years 
 Early settlers needed shelter, water and food 
 Today settlements have many different types of land use – agriculture, 

industrial, housing, leisure, business, transport links and retail 
 Settlements need to be more sustainable in the future.  They need to 

generate their own power and limit the use of natural resources 
 Aerial View maps allow us to view a location from above 
 A key helps to group aspects of a location to show what is located 

there.  

  Agriculture The farming of crops or animals  

Early settlers The first people to settle in an area including Romans, Vikings and Anglo-
Saxons.  

Healthcare Includes, doctors, dentists, hospitals etc.  

Industrial Businesses that provide products or services.  

Leisure Time spent away from work relaxing  

Retail Shops selling products to people.  

Settlement A village, town or city where people live.  

Infrastructure The facilities which support modern human life  

Education The act or process of teaching or of being taught the education of 
students  

Resources Something that can be used for a purpose  

Basic needs Things that people require to survive: water, food, housing etc 

Transport links Any structure that lets either movement of vehicles or flow such as 
roads, railways, airports etc 

Sustainability The idea that humans must interact with the environment in a way 
That ensures there will be enough resources left for future generations  

Eco-village A community whose inhabitants seek to live in a way that has minimal 
impact on the environment.  


