
Cunningham Hill Junior School - History 

Topic: The Anglo-Saxons Year 4 
 

Key vocabulary 

invader a country, army or group of people who use force to 

enter and take control of a country 

settler person(s) who moves with others to live in a new area 

or country 

Futhork  The Runic alphabet  

Bretwalda a ‘super’ king. 

excavate dig up/uncover remains 

paganism worship many gods 

 

 
 

Diagram – Map of Anglo-Saxon routes 
Map of routes 

After the Romans left 

Britain, it became more open 

to invasion. The Anglo-

Saxons were made up of 

people who rowed across the 

North Sea from an area that 

is now northern Germany, 

Demark and the 

Netherlands. These people 

were from three tribes: the 

Angles, the Saxons and the 

Jutes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map showing Sutton Hoo 

Sutton Hoo – Case Study  

 Located in Suffolk, east coast of England. 

 It is an Anglo-Saxon royal burial site. 

 Before the Second World War, the land was owned by a lady named Mrs. 

Edith Pretty.  

 In 1939, she let a group of archaeologists excavate the main big mound.  

 They found it contained weapons such as swords, musical instruments, 

jewellery, drinking horns and perhaps most famous of all, the Sutton Hoo 

helmet.  

 

Sutton Hoo 

Helmet 

 This was the greatest archaeological discovery ever 

made on British soil.  

 All the things found can be seen in the British Museum in London.  

 

 

Key dates 

AD 410 Fall of the Roman Empire 

and the Romans leave England 

AD 449 brothers, Hengist and 

Horsa, come to Britain and seize 

the kingdom 

AD 757 – 796 King Offa rules 

Mercia 

AD 871 Alfred the Great rules 

Britain 

AD 899 Alfred the Great died 

AD 1066 Battle of Hastings and end 

of the Anglo-Saxon period. King 

Harold was defeated by the 

Normans 
Key questions to know by the end of this unit: 
 What happened in AD410? 

 Who was Alfred the Great? 

 What is Sutton Hoo? Can you name anything that was discovered there? 

 

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/edu/gt/lin/&_IXtour=ENC11472&$+with+all_unique_id_index+is+$=ENC11472&submit-button=summary

