
Cunningham Hill Junior School - History 

Topic: The Vikings Year 4 
 

Enquiry Questions Timeline of Key Events:  Vocabulary  

Did the Vikings and Anglo Saxons 

get on? 

Are all British people immigrants?  

Were Vikings really brutal 

invaders?  

 

· King Alfred (Alfred the 

Great)– King of Wessex from 

AD871 to 899, defended 

Wessex from the Viking 

conquest  

· Athelstan – First King to unite 

English kingdoms, AD927  

· King Cnut – King of England, 

Denmark and Norway between 

AD1028 and 1035  

· · Edward the Confessor – 

penultimate Saxon King of 

England (before Harold II who 

lost at Hastings). 

All dates below are approximate:  

AD793 Vikings attack from Norway. 

AD866 Vikings capture York. 

AD870 Wessex is the last Anglo-Saxon kingdom. 

AD871 Alfred the Great becomes King of Wessex. 

AD878 Alfred the Great is forced into hiding. 

AD866 King Alfred agrees a treaty and keeps the West, whilst the 

Vikings keep the East of England (known as Danelaw).  

AD900 Vikings rule Scotland. 

AD1066 Edward the Confessor dies, leading to several contenders 

claiming the throne. Harold Godwinsson becomes King, but is killed by 

William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map showing the route the Vikings travelled. They came for 

better land, more land and for treasure.  

Chieftain  

 

The leader of a village or small group 

of people 

Danelaw  

 

The area of England ruled by the 

Vikings 

Freeman  

 

A person who is not a slave and free to 

choose who he or she worked for 

Longship  

 

A long, wooden, narrow ship used by 

the Vikings. Also known as a ‘dragon 

boat’ 

monastery  The building where monks live 

Pagan  a person who believed in many gods 

pillaged to suddenly attack a place 

raided to steal goods using violence 

Runes The name given to the Viking alphabet 

Wergild payment system used to settle 

disputes 

Key questions to know by the end of this unit: 

 
 What is a longship? 

 Where did the Vikings come from? 

 Why did the Vikings invade England? 

 

 

Important People  

 


