
Cunningham Hill Junior School - History 

Topic: Ancient Baghdad Year 6 
 

Key Facts Notable People Vocabulary  
 Bagdad was the capital 

city of the Abyssid 

Empire in around 900 AD.  

 

 The ancient city of 

Baghdad was a round 

city. In the centre of the 

City there was a Mosque 

and a palace. 

 

 The Abyssid Empire was 

ruled by the Caliph (king) 

and was known as the 

Abbysid  

Caliphate. 

 

 The Silk Road was a 

series of trade routes 

between  

China, the Middle East, 

and Europe. 

 

 1258 AD, Mongols 

attacked Baghdad. The 

Mongols destroyed the 

city and killed its 

inhabitants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Silk Road Trade Route 

This map shows the ancient Silk  

Road trade route linking east to  

west, along which traders could  

travel to sell their wares. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baghdad the capital of the Abyssid Empire 

(Iraq). 

Caliphs chief Muslim civil and religious 

ruler 

civilisation the society, culture, and way of life 

of a particular area 

dynasty a line of hereditary rulers of a 

country 

empire a group of nations or people ruled 

over by an emperor or other 

powerful sovereign or government, 

usually a territory of greater 

extent than a kingdom 

Four Gates the round city was surrounded by 

tall walls. There were four gates 

located on the North, South, East 

and Western points 

House of 

Wisdom 

Institution of Education in Baghdad 

Islam religion of Muslims 

Mongols a group that invaded and destroyed 

Baghdad 

mosque Muslim place of worship 

River Tigris the river running through Baghdad 

that is ideally situated to be good 

for trade 

society  the community of people living in a 

particular country or region with 

shared laws and sometimes a 

shared religion 

 

Key questions to know by the end of this unit: 

 What was special about the ancient city of Baghdad? 

 Who was Hulagu Khan? 

 What was the Silk Road? 


