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Collective Worship at Cunningham Hill School 

 

THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

The 1988 Education Reform Act set out the following main requirements for Collective Worship in schools:- 

 All pupils must take part in a daily act of Collective Worship.  Parents have the right to withdraw their 
children and schools must comply with any such requests. 

 Collective Worship may comprise a single act of worship for all pupils or separate acts of worship for pupils 
in different age or school groups. 

 Collective Worship is to take place on the school premises. 

 In County Schools arrangements for Collective Worship are to be made by the Head teacher after 
consultation with the Governing Body. 

 In County schools Collective Worship is to be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.  For this 
purpose, Christian means the broad traditions of Christian belief without being denominational.  In practical 
terms, more than half of the daily acts of Collective Worship in any term should reflect this requirement. 

 It is the duty of the Head teacher to ensure that all pupils in attendance at school take part in the daily 
Collective Worship (unless withdrawn by parents). 

 The Executive Headteacher must give due consideration to:- 
o relevant family circumstances including faith 

o the children’s age and aptitude. 

 The 1988 Act prohibits discrimination against teachers on the grounds of their religious beliefs or practices 
in participating in acts of worship. 

 
 
WORSHIP 
There are a number of meanings given to the word ‘worship’ and these are outlined in the booklet ‘Collective 

Worship in Hertfordshire’ 1995 (pages 6 and 7). 

For example, 

      ‘ A broad definition which has been referred to as worth-ship, might encompass what is offered in a spirit 

of admiration, celebration and respect to people of excellence, worthy of honour and by extension to 

concepts, principles and conduct which are worthy of celebration as examples of the highest achievements 

of the human spirit. Worship thus defined draws on literature, music, drama, art and other sources of 

inspiration. It can provide a focus for thought, inspiration and reflection for pupils (and staff) whose religious 

and cultural backgrounds are of any faith or none.’   2.3 

 

In addition, in the context of acts of Collective Worship being of a ‘broadly Christian character’ is the statement 

      ‘In order to achieve an act of worship which meets legal requirements as well as educational principles, 

leaders may wish to concentrate on those characteristics which are shared by faiths as well as those which 

are specific to Christianity. In this way school acts of worship can become a purposeful collective spiritual 

experience which supports the ethos of the school…..’ 2.7 

 
AIMS and OBJECTIVES 
At Cunningham Hill School we aim for our Collective Worship to be an educational experience, following the 

statement and clear objectives listed below from the document ‘Collective Worship in Hertfordshire’ 2008 

           ‘Ideally school worship should encompass all aspects of school life and all areas of the curriculum so 

that every member of staff and every pupil may feel involved.  It both reflects and nurtures the whole ethos 

of the school.  In particular, assembly develops the feeling of belonging to a community which is essential for 

personal development and spiritual growth’ 3.6. 

 



  

‘Each school has to respond positively to its own particular needs but all schools should see assembly as an 

educational opportunity with clear objectives: 

 to show interest in and concern for members of the school community 

 to celebrate special occasions together 

 to show concern for the daily happenings in school life, the local community and the wider world 

 to share appreciation of worthwhile projects undertaken by groups within the school 

 to explore a variety of values, attitudes and standards manifested in society 

 to reflect upon dimensions of human life, the wonderful, beautiful, joyful, heroic, humorous, tragic, 
ugly, sorrowful, solemn….. ‘ 3.7 

 

All acts of worship will be non-denominational and non-doctrinal since it is not the aim of the school to ‘preach’ 

or ‘convert’ but rather to bring the children to the ‘threshold of worship’, whilst also respecting the faith of  all 

communities. 

 
ORGANISATION 

In accordance with the legal requirements, the daily act of worship at Cunningham Hill School will take place 

mostly in the school hall and will be known as ‘Meeting’ by the children.  On most occasions it will be attended 

by the whole school.  Sometimes a small group of children will have ‘mini Meeting’ with another member of 

staff whilst still following the daily plans. Occasionally children in EYFS will have their daily ‘Meeting’ in their 

classroom, following the same theme as the rest of the school. Each daily act of worship will take place at a 

set time of day, except on special occasions such as whole school celebrations eg Harvest Festival, to which 

parents are invited. In the event of the school hall becoming unavailable on any day, then the daily act of 

worship will take place in individual classrooms, led by the class teachers. 

 

The Wednesday meeting will be extended to accommodate musical appreciation (and to include the 

introduction of the new music for ‘meeting’) and the learning or practising of relevant songs by the children.  

The Friday ‘meeting’ will take the form of either a class meeting, with the children from one class sharing their 

work with the whole school or a ‘sharing’ meeting  with children from each class making a contribution or 

sharing a class book, or a  monthly ‘birthday meeting’ to celebrate the birthdays of children  that month. 

 

On occasions visitors will join us either to participate in or lead ‘Meeting’. These visitors may include members 

of different faith communities, local organisations and charities. 

 

The pattern of Collective Worship at Cunningham Hill Infant School is well established and reflects good 

educational practice.  Pupils are encouraged to participate in ‘Meeting’ since we believe that an important 

function of Collective Worship is the affirmation of common values in beliefs and the celebration of the 

achievements of pupils and staff and their contribution to the school community. 

 

MANAGEMENT AND CO-ORDINATION 
The choice of themes for Collective Worship will be planned for by the co-ordinator, with consultation with 

the head teacher and teaching staff.  These themes will then be developed by those teachers leading the 

meetings with guidance from the co-ordinator. Themes may be weekly or encompass a number of weeks.  

The themes will take into account the Religious calendar, including faiths other than Christianity, school and 

world-wide events.  The themes and content of each act of worship are recorded in a Collective Worship file 

to be used by the whole staff for planning and recording. 

 

At the end of each ‘Meeting’ the children are given the opportunity for a short time of reflection, based around 

the focus for the day. This may be supported by an object eg a lit candle or an image on the overhead screen. 



  

If children wish to pray they may do so. If a prayer is shared with the whole school the teacher or visitor will 

explain from which faith group the prayer is taken. Eg ‘This is a special prayer for Christians…’ 

 

Although Religious Education is planned separately from Collective Worship there may sometimes be an 

overlap of content, when ideas raised in Collective Worship may be followed up in classes or may reflect and 

extend the Religious Education being undertaken in individual classes. 

 

The term’s SEAL focus and half term Value are included on the Collective Worship plans. 

 

CONTENT 

The content of Collective Worship at Cunningham Hill School will also follow County guidelines. 

School worship works in the same way as any good educational experience.  It must enable children to be 

themselves and to relate positively or creatively with one another and the world around them.  In an 

atmosphere which is open and caring, it will allow a range of intellectual and emotional responses of which 

worship can be a part.  Over a period of time the programme of worship should include as wide a range of 

experiences as possible: 

 

stories     poetry      

music for listening   interviews 

songs     artefacts and natural objects 

dance, drama    contributions from children and staff 

pictures    visitors 

sacred and secular readings  celebrations 

creative silence 

  

Collective Worship at Cunningham Hill Infant School is to be based on themes which are of a ‘broadly 

Christian character’ and the Christian characteristics listed below will be reflected in the themes chosen and 

planned for Collective Worship.  Through the experiences already indicated in this section we would hope to 

elicit the following range of responses:- 

 

Awareness of beauty/goodness  Empathy  Reflection 

Consideration  Patience  Appreciation  Humility 

Love   Loyalty   Working together Faith 

Friendship  Honesty  Unselfishness  Courage 

Thankfulness  Sense of community Forgiveness  Sharing 

Sense of awe  Kindness  Tolerance  Gentleness 

Thoughtfulness 

 

These themes support the children’s SMSC development throughout the school.  



  

 

RESOURCES 
 

There are a large number of books available to the staff for use in the planning and developing of themes for 

Collective Worship. 

The school has a collection of ‘School Worship File’ and ‘Assembly File’ leaflets covering a wide range of 

religious themes. 

There is also a large collection of music (C.D’s and tapes) and song books which are used to compliment 

and develop Collective Worship themes. 

The school library contains books covering a wide range of religious themes and festivals from the 6 main 

religions.  Collections of artefacts from these religions are also available for use in Collective Worship. 

Resources from other curriculum areas may also be used to develop ideas for Collective Worship themes. 

                                                                                       

 


