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Policy for Assessment  
This policy needs to be read in conjunction with our Marking and Feedback Policy, Teaching and 
Learning Policy and Special Educational Needs Policy. 
 
  
Rationale: 
At Cunningham Hill, assessment is an integral part of all our teaching and learning activities. 
Assessment can be: 

1. Formative 
2. Diagnostic 
3. Summative 
4. Evaluative 

 
1. Formative assessment tells pupils and teachers what they know, what they need to do next 

and how they are going to plan for these next steps. 
 
2. Diagnostic assessment helps to analyse a pupil’s performance and plan for future 

achievements.  It also enables teachers to look at overall patterns of attainment and plan any 
remedial actions. 

 
3. Summative assessment informs pupil’s reports and give parents overall information on pupil 

achievements.  It also informs the schools statutory target setting process, and pupil progress 
targets. 

 
4. Evaluative assessment enables teachers to look at the overall picture of pupil performance 

and the impact of teaching on learning. 
 
Cunningham Hill Federation uses the Herts for Learning (HfL) Easy Tracker programme for our 
assessment data. 

 
The new Hertfordshire approach is based on the following: 

 Working below (WB) means children are working below the key stage 

 Working towards (WTS) means children are working below the expected standard but within 
the key stage 

 Expected standard (EXS) means pupils are working at the expected standard for that year 
group 

 Greater Depth (GDS) means pupils are working above or at greater depth compared to the 
expected standard for that year group. 

 
 
Formative Assessment 
Although not an exhaustive list, formative assessment processes will take place through: 

 Use of the school’s marking and feedback policy. 

 Ongoing dialogue with children during a lesson and after the conclusion of a lesson. 

 Quality questioning (often called higher order questioning or Bloom’s Taxonomy) which will 
clarify, stretch and challenge different abilities whilst clarifying the teacher’s understanding. 
This will also inform the direction of the lesson and lead to making adjustments that will best 
meet the needs of the learner. 
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Diagnostic Assessment 
In many ways, diagnostic assessment is the most important form of assessment in ensuring individual 
and group needs are met. At Cunningham Hill we achieve this through: 

 Teachers making adjustments and annotations to future plans based on the outcomes of 
marking and feedback. Adjustments to the levels of differentiation, challenge and use of 
teacher assistant support. 

 At the end of each unit of work, children will be questioned on their knowledge and 
understanding and this, together with their highlighted medals, will help teachers determine 
their level of attainment. Data will be analysed using accompanying ongoing and informal 
assessments, which will help inform what the children can do and where they need further 
input. 

 In the event of a test resulting in an inconsistent outcome (e.g. the work in a child’s book 
does not reflect their test grade), addition evidence will be sought through the children’s 
work. 

 
Summative Assessment 
To assist the school in creating an overall picture of assessment and reporting, we: 
 

 Use HFL Easy tracker to set ambitious but achievable targets in Reading, Writing, Maths and 
Science for each year group at the start of the year. For 

 Input confirmed data into Arbor at the end of each term for Reading Writing, Maths and 
Science and twice a year (February and July) for foundation subjects. 

 Produce data which tracks different cohorts and groups of children once a term. 

 consider individual, class, ethnic, gender, SEND and Pupil Premium statistics. 
 

 
Evaluative Assessment  
Formative assessment confirms the judgement and subsequent actions of all other forms of 
assessment are having an impact. We achieve this through: 
 

 Holding Pupil Progress Meetings (PPM). PPMs are held during each term with the Executive 
Headteacher, Head of Schools, SENCo and Class teachers; the meetings consider each child’s 
progress and subsequent need, analysing data inputed. Where children require extra support 
or intervention, this can be planned for as part of PPMs in response to summative 
assessment. 

 Evaluative assessment data from the PPMs is shared by the Headteacher with the governors 
through the Curriculum committee which is fed back at the full governors meetings. 

 A summary of pupil progress is shared and discussed at parents’ evenings, through reports, 
access to open classrooms and also through the school’s open door policy. Parents are kept 
updated on the outcomes of pupil progress meeting when this requires additional support 
outside the classroom. 

 

 The Senior Leadership Team also  moderate a selection of data for Reading, Writing and 
Maths ensuring this tallies with the quality of work in books. If any discrepancies between 
the moderation and the assessment level occur, grades are reviewed and further samples are 
moderated. 

 Moderation for Writing and Maths takes place across year groups vertically and horizontally 
each year  

 Class Teachers also attend moderation sessions in year groups across a local group of 
schools. County organised moderation is also attended regularly. 
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Target Setting 
Formal Targets are set against GLD outcomes for KS1 and against end of KS1 outcomes for KS2. Pupils 
are also given informal targets to strive for through their in the moment and one to one feedback 
that they receive from the teaching staff. 

 
 
 
Transition 
At the end of the academic year, it is important that professional dialogue is held with the new 
(academic year) teacher so that teachers and teaching assistants familiarise themselves with their 
new class. To this end, the following will be discussed, shared and collated: 

 

 Group lists (including spellings, literacy, numeracy, etc.) 

 SEND Support Plans 

 SEND involvement as appropriate, details of interventions 

 Test results and spreadsheet analysis 

 Spelling/Phonics tests (where relevant) 

 Easy Tracking Data 

 Pupil Progress Meeting information 

 Any other relevant tests e.g. reading age, spelling age 

 Reports 
 
Other Formal Assessments carried out 
 

 Early Years Baseline Assessment – administered internally within the first month of the first 
term 

 Year 1 phonics Screening Test – administered internally in the summer term 

 National Key stage 1 Assessments – Children in Year 2 will complete reading and Maths KS1 
SATS papers which be used to support teacher assessment judgement and will together with 
assessments of writing and Science. 

 Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check – these are completed online in the Summer Term in a set 
window. 

 National Key Stage 2 Assessments – Children in Year 6 will complete reading, Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar and Maths KS2 SATS papers which will be marking externally. 
Teachers will make an assessment judgement for writing and Science. 

 
Accuracy and consistency of judgements 
Moderation is necessary to ensure accuracy and consistency of teachers’ judgements about 
standards. It is important to agree judgements if our decisions are to be given credence. Teachers 
share opinions informally with subject leaders and other colleagues to clarify ‘best fit’ judgements or 
for statutory teacher assessments. Professional Development Meetings and moderation meetings 
are arranged for teachers to compare judgements and agree standards. Staff members attend 
training and cluster meetings for their subject to ensure they stay abreast of good practice. Feedback 
from this training is shared with staff so that we continue to develop and improve our practice. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
When assessment indicates a child may have Special Educational Needs or Disability, the SENCO is 
informed and the child‘s progress is carefully monitored. Further assessment then takes place, as 
outlined in the SEND policy. When teachers assess a child with SEND they will draw upon any on-
going formative and summative assessment. They will gain views from parents, the pupil and any 
external specialists.  For children working below a key stage, the CAPPS assessment tracker may also 
be used. 
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Reporting to parents  
Parents receive a written report during each academic year. In KS1 and KS2, this comments on the 
child’s academic progress in the core subjects. In addition, parents are offered the opportunity to 
discuss their child’s report with the class teacher at an optional consultation drop-in. SATs results for 
children in Years 2 and 6 are reported to parents at the end of the academic year. Also, pupils in Year 
1 receive a notification to say whether or not they have passed the Year 1 Phonic Screening Check, as 
do those in Year 2 who did not pass at the end of Year 1. Parents of children in the EYFS class receive 
a report based on the Early Learning Goals.  
 
Parent/teacher consultation evenings take place twice a year, in the Autumn and Spring terms. 
During these meetings teachers share the pupils’ age-related attainment against national 
expectations, next step targets and the progress pupils have made to date. An open-door policy is 
offered for any parents who would like to come in and have an informal discussion about their child 
if there are concerns. Parents can also attend the optional consultation drop-in at the end of the 
year.  At the end of each term parents also have the opportunity to look at their child’s work 
together with their child in the classroom at Open Classrooms. 


