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25th January, 2023 
 
 
Dear Parents & Carers,  
 
As you know members of the NEU (National Education Union) have voted to strike. The union states 
that the action comes as a result of:  
 

 the below- inflation pay offers or pay freezes that teachers have received since 2010, 

resulting in pay for experienced teachers falling by a fifth in real terms since then.  

 National pay rises not being fully funded by the government, so this has a direct impact on 

the size of the school budget that can be spent on resources for pupils. 

 Excessive workload and poor pay resulting in the worst recruitment and retention crisis ever 

seen in education, which directly impacts pupils. 

 

During a teachers’ strike, non-striking teachers and support staff cannot be compelled to cover a 
striking teacher, so although there may be adults in school, this would not result in classes being 
covered.  
 
In my 30 years at Cunningham Hill, there have been several opportunities for teachers to strike, 
however, this will be the first time strike action will have a direct impact on our schools. Our staff 
have grappled with this issue, as they care greatly about what is best for our children. Therefore, 
the almost unanimous decision of our teachers to strike unpaid, shows the strength of feeling in our 
schools about these issues. 
 
Consequently, on Wednesday 1 February both Cunningham Hill Schools will be closed to all 
pupils except those who are registered as Pupil Premium (including Free School Meals) and those 
children with an Educational Health Care Plan. Parents will be sent an email via Arbor to confirm 
that their children can attend on Wednesday.  Similarly, wrap around care (Early Birds and Owls) 
will only be available for those children invited into school for the day.   
 
There is no requirement by the government that the national curriculum is delivered on this day so 
those children in school will be taking part in activities that are not part of their year group curriculum.  
Teachers cannot be asked to set work for children in their absence, however, there are plenty of 
resources available on the ‘home and remote learning’ page of our website for families to access.  
It is worth noting that teachers are able to strike for some, all or none of the strike days and so this 
provision may well change for future days. 
 
We do apologise for the negative impact that we know these days will have on families. As with all 
strikes, people may support the issues, but can become frustrated with the disruptions. However, 
we hope that parents understand that these decisions have not been taken lightly and that all our 
staff continue to work to above and beyond at Cunningham Hill. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
J Elbourne-Cload 
Executive Headteacher 


